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10 ANI DE PREZENTA

SCUTUL PACII DIN KOSOVO
PEACE SHIELD FROM KOSOVO

KFOReste o fortd militard condusd de NATO
cu scopul mentinerii pdcii si a unei im-
prejurdri pasnice in Kosovo, fiind sub administratia ONU
dupa sfarsitul riazboiului din Kosovo. Ea a fost formatd la
12 iunie 1999 si a intrat in Kosovo in urma unui mandat
de doud zile al ONU dupd adoptarea Rezolutiei 1244 al
Consiliului de Securitate ONU. In acea perioadd, Koso-
vo suferise o crizd umanitard gravd cu fortele militare din
Republica Federald Iugoslavia si Armata de Eliberare din
Kosovo, iar conflictele etnice erau uriage.

Desi se discuta anterior, decizia de participare a Ar-
matei Nationale in operatiunea KFOR a fost adoptati
la finele anului 2013. In acest sens, a fost ajustat cadrul
legal pentru a permite militarilor moldoveni sd participe
intr-o operatiune de mentinere a pdcii sub egida NATO.
La 8 martie 2024 s-au implinit 10 ani de cdnd Republica
Moldova a detasat primul contingent militar in misiunea
KFOR. De atunci, Armata Nationald a antrenat 20 de
contingente militare pentru participare in mentinerea pd-
cii pe pamdntul kosovar.

Detasarea militarilor Armatei Nationale in misiunea
KFOR a transformat Republica Moldova dintr-un sim-
plu consumator de securitate in furnizor de securitate,
promovind imaginea noastrd in plan global. Militarii
moldoveni obtin experientd de participare intr-o misiu-
ne reald de mentinere a pdcii, aldturi de cele mai bune
contingente de militari de pe mapamond. Reintorsi aca-
sd, colegii nostri pot implementa practicile si experienta
acumulatd, in unitdtile din care au fost detasati.

Ne mdndrim pe bund dreptate cu cei care au fost
parte a contingentelor cu numele sugestiv KFOR si care
au purtat cu cinste si demnitate drapelul nostru departe
pe pamantul kosovar. De fiecare datd ne bucurdm cind
contingentul detasat in misiune revine in componentd de-
plind pe pamantul tarii.

Reiterdm si acum ca de fiecare datd: Fiti demni de
drapelul tarii! Indepliniti-vi cu cinste misiunea! Acasd
suntefi asteptati!

KFO is a military force led by NATO for the

purpose of maintaining peace and a
peaceful environment in Kosovo, being under UN admi-
nistration after the end of the Kosovo war. It was formed
on 12 June 1999 and entered Kosovo following a two-day
UN mandate after the adoption of UN Security Council
Resolution 1244. At the time, Kosovo was suffering a se-
rious humanitarian crisis with military forces from the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Kosovo Liberation
Army, and ethnic conflicts were huge.

Although previously discussed, the decision for the
participation of the National Army in the KFOR opera-
tion came at the end of 2013, when the legal framework
was adjusted to allow the Moldovan military to participa-
te in a NATO peacekeeping operation. On 8 March 2024
it marks 10 years since the Republic of Moldova deployed
its first military contingent to the KFOR mission. Since
then, the National Army has trained 20 military contin-
gents to participate in peacekeeping in Kosovo.

The deployment of the National Army soldiers in the
KFOR mission has transformed the Republic of Moldova
from a simple consumer of security to a provider of secu-
rity, promoting our image globally. The Moldovan milita-
ry is gaining experience of participating in a real peaceke-
eping mission alongside the best military contingents in
the world. Back home, our colleagues can implement the
practices and experience gained in the units from which
they were deployed.

We are justly proud of those who were part of the con-
tingents with the suggestive name KFOR and who carried
our flag with honour and dignity far away on Kosovar
soil. Each time we rejoice when the deployed contingent
returns in full strength to the soil of the country.

We reiterate now as always: Be worthy of the flag of
your country! Fulfill your mission with honour! At home
you are expected!

Nr. 3, 2024
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Ministrul Apdrdrii
al Republicii Moldova,
Anatolie NOSATII

martie 2014 a fost si rdmdne un moment istoric pentru Ar-

mata Nationali si Republica Moldova. In acea zi, primul
contingent de militari ai Armatei Nationale a plecat pe calea
aerului spre Kosovo, dand start participdrii tdrii noastre in misi-
unea de mentinere a pdcii KFOR.

Odatd cu cei41 de pacificatori moldoveni, drapelul Republicii
Moldova a fost arborat, pentru prima datd, in aceastd operatie
importantd, condusd de Alianta Nord-Atlanticd, in conformitate
cu Rezolutia 1244 a ONU. Astfel, ne-am asumat un angajament
- de a contribui la mentinerea si consolidarea pdcii si stabilitdtii
internationale, aldturi de partenerii nostri externi.

Timp de 10 ani de participare in aceastd misiune deloc
usoard, dar cu un scop nobil, peste 800 de militari ai Armatei
Nationale au revenit acasd, raportind ,Misiune indeplinitd!”
Pentru profesionalismul lor, dar si pentru faptul cd au reusit sd
fie interoperabili cu colegii din alte contingente si sd-si execute
misiunile in mod responsabil si calitativ, au obtinut cele mai inal-
te aprecieri din partea comunitdtii internationale. Si asta pentru
cd in spatele prestatiei lor ireprosabile stau ani buni de experienti
si instruire in poligoane, la exercitii nationale si multinationale.

In prezent, in misiunea KFOR se afli cel de-al 20-lea con-
tingent al Armatei Nationale, iar incepand cu anul 2024, din
contingentele moldovenesti fac parte si femei. Treptat, Republi-
ca Moldova isi fortificd rolul de furnizor de securitate la nivel
international si inregistreazd progrese importante in realiza-
rea obiectivului strategic de sporire a participdrii in operatii de
mentinere a pdcii peste hotare. lar faptul cd prezenta noastrd in
misiuni cu mandat international continud, demonstreazd cd an-
gajamentul asumat de tara noastrd ramane la fel de ambitios.

Am reusit sd extindem participarea militarilor moldoveni si
in misiunea UNIFIL din Liban, unde am detasat deja al doilea
contingent. Acest succes se datoreazd sustinerii politice, dar si
partenerilor nostri externi, care sunt aldturi de noi in eforturile
de consolidare a capacitdtilor de apdrare, contributie la securita-
tea internationald.

Multumesc tuturor pentru aportul adus in acest sens, iar mi-
litarilor care au fost si sunt parte a misiunilor internationale de
pacificare, le mulfumesc pentru cd stiu sd ne reprezinte la cel mai
inalt nivel, oriunde in lume.

Minister of Defense,
Anatolie NOSATII

March 2014 was and remains a historic moment for the Na-
8 tional Army and the Republic of Moldova.

On that day, the first contingent of National Army soldiers left
for Kosovo region, starting our countrys participation in KFOR
peacekeeping mission.

That day, the flag of the Republic of Moldova was raised for
the first time in this important NATO-led operation, conducted in
compliance with UN Resolution 1244.

Thus, we made a commitment - to contribute to maintaining
and strengthening international peace and stability, together with
our foreign partners.

During 10 years of participation in this hard, but noble mis-
sion, more than 800 National Army soldiers have returned home,
reporting “Mission accomplished!”.

For their professionalism, as well as high interoperability with
other contingents and responsibility, they have earned the highest
praise from the international community.

Their successful performance is the result of years of experien-
ce and training in military training areas, at national and multi-
national exercises.

Currently, the 20th contingent of the National Army is in
KFOR mission, and as of 2024, women will also be part of the
Moldovan contingents.

The Republic of Moldova is gradually strengthening its role
as an international security provider and is making significant
progress towards its strategic goal of increasing participation in
peacekeeping operations abroad. And the fact that we continue
participating in internationally mandated missions proves that
we stand by our commitment.

We have succeeded in extending the participation of Moldo-
van military personnel in UNIFIL mission in Lebanon, where we
have already deployed our second contingent. This success is due
to political support, but also to our external partners, who support
our efforts to strengthen defence capabilities and contribute to in-
ternational security.

I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who helps us
in this goal, as well as to soldiers that have been and are part of
international peacekeeping missions. They know how to represent
our country at a high level, everywhere in the world.

Nr. 3, 2024
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Ambasadorul Extraordinar

si Plenipotentiar

al Statelor Unite ale Americii

in Republica Moldova,

Excelenta Sa, Kent D. LOGSDON

licitdri Armatei Nationale cu prilejul aniversdrii
a 10 ani de participare in misiunea KFOR din Ko-
sovo! Armatele SUA si Republicii Moldova s-au instru-
it impreund pentru ca cea din urmd sd fie acreditatd
pentru participare in prima sa misiune de pacificare
condusd de NATO. Suntem mdndri de parteneriatul
nostru de lungd duratd in continuarea acestor efor-
turi. Rotatiile [... contingentelor] oferd o experientd in-
egalabild militarilor Armatei Nationale, ceea ce ii aju-
td sd facd fata provocdrilor actuale i sd construiascd
un viitor mai democratic, prosper si sigur pentru toti
cetdtenii Republicii Moldova. Capabilitditile pe care
militarii moldoveni, in cadrul celor 20 de rotatii timp
de 10 ani, le-au perfectionat in misiunile KFOR, ii face
interoperabili cu fortele partenere si contribuie la mo-
dernizarea si profesionalismul armatei moldovenesti.
Prin astfel de misiuni, comunitatea internationald
are posibilitatea sd invete din experienta Republi-
cii Moldova in diferite domenii, inclusiv distrugerea
obiectelor explozive, gestionarea crizelor si asistentd
medicald. Sprijinul continuu al Republicii Moldova
la acest angajament [... misiune], in parteneriat cu
alte 26 state participante, reflectd valorile pe care le
impdrtdsim pentru o lume pasnicd. Aceste eforturi
sunt considerabile pentru mentinerea pdcii in regiune
si suntem mdandri sd vedem progrese in capabilititile
conventionale, de geniu si juridice, in rezultatul instru-
irii si detasarilor in KFOR. Contributia la securitatea
internationald este o misiune nobild, iar Statele Unite
ale Americii isi doresc in continuare sd coopereze cu
Republica Moldova in realizarea acestui deziderat.

Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary

of the United States of America

to the Republic of Moldova,

His Excellency Kent D. LOGSDON

(:ongmtulations to the Moldovan National Army
on ten years of supporting the KFOR mission in
Kosovo! The United States military trained with the
Moldovan National Army in preparation for its first
NATO peacekeeping accreditation, and we are proud
of our long partnership to continue this effort. The
rotations provide invaluable experience that helps the
National Army meet today’s challenges and build a
more democratic, prosperous, and secure future for
all Moldovans. The skills that Moldovan soldiers - 20
rotations over 10 years as of January — have refined
during KFOR missions contribute to their interopera-
bility with partner forces and the continued moderni-
zation and professionalism of the Moldovan military.
Through such missions, the international community
is able to benefit from the Moldova’s expertise in are-
as including explosive ordinance disposal, crisis ma-
nagement, and medical support. Moldova’s continu-
ed support for this undertaking, in partnership with
26 participating countries, reflects our shared values
for a more peaceful world. These efforts have been
invaluable in maintaining peace in the region, and
we are proud to see advancements in the national
army’s legal, engineering, and conventional capabili-
ties as a direct result of its training and deployments
to KFOR. Contributing to international security is a
noble duty, and the United States is proud to continue
to partner with Moldova in this endeavor.

Oastea Moldovei
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Ambasadorul Republicii Italia,
Excelenta Sa, Lorenzo TOMASSONI

Moldova este o tare micd cu inimd mare, care munceste
cu succes pentru a produce securitate internationald.
A ficut si face acest lucru in aceastd regiune pentru a ajuta
refugiatii care fug de rdzboiul de agresiune ce a lovit si continud
se loveascd Ucraina. A fdcut si face acest lucru la scard globald,
pentru a contribui la misiunile multinationale de mentinere
a pdcii si securitatea internationald, in aplicarea rezolutiilor
Consiliului de Securitate al ONU. Aceasta se intdmpld in doud
zone sensibile, Balcani si Orientul Mijlociu. In prezent, doud
plutoane ale armatei moldovenesti sunt dislocate in Kosovo
si Liban in misiunile KFOR si UNIFIL. In KFOR, Moldova
este prezentd de zece ani, iar in UNIFIL aceasta este deja a
doua misiune. In ambele operatiuni soldatii moldovenii sunt
incorporati in lantul italian de comandd si control. Soldatii
natiunilor noastre sunt soldati ai pdcii si lucreazd foarte bine
impreund, cot la cot, in contexte multinationale.

Suntem uniti de afinitdtile culturale profunde si de valorile
democratice comune. Italia si Moldova sunt doud natiuni su-
rori, ambele fac parte din marea familie europeand.

Sunt foarte mandru sd vid drapelul Republicii Moldova
fluturdnd aldturi de cel al Republicii Italiene si altor natiuni
iubitoare de pace. Impreund, cu tricolorurile noastre, aducem
stabilitate si protejam populatia civild, pe cdt e posibil, de oro-
rile razboiului.

Profesionalismul militarilor moldovenii este foarte apreciat
in intreaga lume. Gradul tot mai mare de interoperabilitate la
standardele NATO, dobandit in cadrul KFOR, a contribuit la
dezvoltarea acestuia.

Intr-o perioadi de mare incertitudine, datoritd curajului,
determindrii si meritelor soldatilor, Republica Moldova contri-
buie cu generozitate la eforturile comunitdtii internationale de
mentinere a pdcii §i securitate in zone geografice turbulente,
de mare importantd pentru politicile externe si de securitate
a Uniunii Europene. Este acelasi curaj, aceeasi determinare
si aceleasi merite cu care Republica Moldova, care va incepe
in curdand negocierile de aderare la Uniunea Europeand, se
straduieste in fiecare zi sd construiascd in mod liber viitorul.

Nr. 3, 2024

Ambassador of the Republic of Italy,
His Excellency, Lorenzo TOMASSONI

Moldova is a small country with a big heart, working
successfully to produce international security. It has
done and is doing so in this region to help refugees fleeing the
war of aggression that has and continues to hit Ukraine.

It has done and is doing this on a global scale, to contribu-
te to multinational peacekeeping and international security
missions based on UN Security Council resolutions.

This is happening today in two sensitive areas, the Bal-
kans and the Middle East. Currently, two Moldovan army
platoons are deployed in Kosovo and Lebanon in KFOR and
UNIFIL missions. In KFOR, Moldova has been present for
ten years and in UNIFIL this is already the second mission.

In both operations Moldovan soldiers are embedded in
the Italian chain of command and control. The soldiers of our
nations are soldiers of peace and work very well together, side
by side, in multinational contexts.

We are united by deep cultural affinities and shared de-
mocratic values. Italy and Moldova are two sister nations,
both part of the great European family.

As an Italian I am very proud to see the flag of the Repu-
blic of Moldova waving alongside the Italian Republic and
other peace-loving nations. Together, with our tricolors, we
bring stability and protect the civilian population as much as
possible from the horrors of war.

The professionalism of the Moldovan soldiers is very high
and highly appreciated worldwide. The increasing degree of
interoperability to NATO standards, acquired within KFOR,
has contributed to its development.

At a time of great uncertainty, thanks to the courage, de-
termination and merits of its soldiers, the Republic of Moldo-
va is generously contributing to the international community’s
peacekeeping and security efforts in turbulent geographical
areas of great importance for the European Union’s foreign
and security policies.

It is with the same courage, the same determination and
the same merits Republic of Moldova, which will soon start
EU accession negotiations with the European Union, strives
every day to build its future freely.
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UN DECENIU DE ANGAJAMENT
91 CONTRIBUTIE IN KOSOVO

B in decursul a zece ani de participare a Armatei Nationale in KFOR, cele 20 de contingente
moldovenesti au fost simbolul devotamentului si sacrificiului in serviciul unei cauze nobile:
mentinerea pacii si protejarea vietilor oamenilor din Kosovo. Prin eforturile lor neintrerupte,

ei au devenit pilonii solidaritatii internationale in promovarea valorilor umane si a respectului
reciproc intre comunitati. Participarea Republici Moldova in operatiunea KFOR a reprezentat si
un angajament solid fata de valorile si principiile cooperarii interstatale si alaturarii la eforturile
comunitatii internationale pentru mentinerea pacii si securitatii globale.

Astfel, cu ocazia marcdrii a unui deceniu de prezenta
a Armatei Nationale in KFOR, ministrul Apararii, Ana-
tolie Nosatii, a efectuat o vizitd de lucru in teatrul de operatii
din regiunea Kosovo. Oficialul a fost insotit de loctiitorul sef
al Marelui Stat Major, general de brigad4, Sergiu Cirimpei.
In prima parte a vizitei, Anatolie Nosatii a avut o intreve-
dere, la Pristina, cu Reprezentantul Special al Secretarului
General — sef al Misiunii ONU de administratie interimara
in Regiunea Kosovo (UNMIK), Caroline Ziadeh. In cadrul
dialogului, ministrul Apararii a reiterat obiectivul strategic
de intensificare a cooperdrii cu organizatiile internationale,
printre care Organizatia Natiunilor Unite si Alianta Nord-
Atlanticd, precum si extinderea contributiei tarii noastre
la pacea si securitatea internationala.

Totodata, partile au abordat subiecte cu privire la secu-
ritatea regionald, situatia din regiunea Balcanilor de Vest
si rolul misiunilor UNMIK si KFOR in crearea unui mediu
sigur pentru populatia din aria de responsabilitate.

Ulterior, ministrul Nosatii s-a intalnit, la sediul co-
mandamentului KFOR din Camp Film City din Pristina,
cu loctiitorul comandantului misiunii KFOR, general
de brigada, Federico Bernacca, cu care a discutat despre
prestatia celor 20 de contingente moldovenesti pe parcursul
a 10 ani de prezentd in Kosovo.

In a doua parte a zilei, ministrul Nosatii a efectuat si o vi-
zitd in Baza multinationala ,Camp Villaggio Italia’, unde
este dislocat contingentul Armatei Nationale. In cadrul
discutiilor cu comandantul Comandamentului Regional
Vest (Regional Command-West), colonel Francesco Ferrara,
Anatolie Nosatii a multumit pentru sprijinul acordat milita-
rilor moldoveni in misiune, evidentiind angajamentul térii
noastre de a contribui in continuare la pacea si stabilitatea
internationald prin intermediul KFOR, operatiune condu-
sd de Alianta Nord-Atlantica, in conformitate cu Rezolutia
1244 a ONU.

De asemenea, ministrul Apéririi s-a intalnit cu cei 41 de
militari moldoveni aflati in localitatea Pech, Kosovo. Pacifi-
catorii i-au comunicat oficialului despre misiunile pe care
le indeplinesc, provocarile infruntate, dar si despre modul
in care interactioneaza cu colegii din alte contingente.

In Kosovo, ministrul Nosatii a vizitat $i manistirea ,,Vi-
soki Decani”, a carei paza este asigurata de contingentul Re-
publicii Moldova.

Aflat pentru o perioadd de 6 luni in misiune, coman-
dantul KFOR 20, maior Petru Tutunaru, a mentionat: ,,Aici,
in Kosovo, efectivul Armatei Nationale este apreciat la cel mai
inalt nivel. Toate contingentele care si-au indeplinit cu brio
mandatul in KFOR, incepdnd cu anul 2014, au contribuit
la crearea imaginii unui partener de incredere printre fdrile
participante. Fiecare comandant de contingent, comandant
de pluton, comandant de grupd, militar de rdnd, care in toatd

Oastea Moldovei




aceastd perioadd s-au succedat, au adus aportul lor decisiv la
consolidarea securitdtii in Balcanii de Vest. Prezenta Arma-
tei Nationale de 10 ani in misiunea KFOR este dovada vie a
importantei si utilitdtii noastre. Militarii sunt profesionisti, isi
cunosc obligatiile si responsabilitdtile”.

Una din cele patru femei care au plecat in luna ianu-
arie 2024, in premierd, sd sustina eforturile internationale
in gestionarea situatiei din regiune este si locotenent Irina
Chiosa. Ofiterul a destainuit ca in prima lund de misiune
a participat, cot la cot cu militarii din Italia si Macedo-
nia de Nord, la antrenamentele Crowd and Riot Control
desfasurate in componenta companiei si la Fire Phobia unde
a invétat cum sa depéseasci frica de flicari si sé se proteje-
ze de substantele usor explozive, precum cocteilul Molotov.
»A fost 0 experientd exceptionald ce a generat un amalgam de
emotii. In componenta companiei de infanterie, am participat
si la alte pregdtiri nu mai putin importante, cum ar fi acorda-
rea ajutorului medical, transmiterea raportului MEDEVAC
si imbarcarea, transportarea ranitului cu elicopterul. Eu am
aspirat foarte mult la o misiune de mentinere a pdcii chiar
inainte de a apdrea aceastd oportunitate pentru femei. Pentru
mine, operatiunea din KFOR este o punte de trecere la un ni-
vel mai inalt in cariera militard. Este o posibilitate de a invita
si pune in practicd noi cunostinte si procedee. Aici diferente
dintre femei si barbati nu existd. Fiecare dintre noi este obligat
sd-si execute misiunea indiferent de gen’.

De-a lungul anilor, aceasta regiune a devenit martora
a infruntdrilor etnice violente si instabilititi politice, iar

interventia internationald a fost necesard pentru restabili-
rea ordinii §i promovarea pacii. Misiunea in Kosovo este o
experientd complexa si valoroasa, dar §i o oportunitate de
a contribui la mentinerea pacii intr-o regiune afectatd de
conflicte, afirma sergent clasa I Diana Veringi, felcer grupa
EOD. ,,De obicei, ziua mea in Kosovo incepe cu o micd invi-
orare de dimineatd. Dupd sport, aldturi de colegele mele ser-
vim micul dejun. La ora 8.00 comandantul adund efectivul
pentru a anunta misiunile zilei respective. Ulterior, impreund
cu membrii grupei EOD pregdtim baza materiald pentru a
pleca in patrulare. Pe parcursul serviciului, eu sunt responsa-
bild de monitorizarea acestora in timp ce isi exercitd functiile.
Principala responsabilitate a mea este de a actiona in cazuri
exceptionale pentru acordarea primului ajutor medical. La
revenirea din patruld, superiorul grupei intruneste echipa
pentru o analizd post-actiuni, apoi prediam baza materiald.
La primul contact cu misiunea de mentinere a pdcii KFOR
am trdit emotii de nedescris. Pe de o parte - depdrtarea de
locurile natale si pe cealaltd - responsabilitdtile care urmau
sd-mi revind. Operatiunea e total diferitd fatdi de ceea ce fd-
ceam eu in unitatea in care activez. Fiind incadratd ca felcer
in grupa EOD, am invdtat procedee noi de activitate, fiind
ghidata de colegii mei profesionisti. Aici activim intr-o cola-
borare stransd cu militari din alte tdiri”.
In 10 ani de misiune, peste 800 de militari moldoveni,

printre care infanteristi, genisti si ofiteri de stat major,
au fost detasati in Kosovo.

Steluta MOSCALCIUC

Nr. 3, 2024



10

10 YEARS OF PRESENCE IN THE

A DECADE OF COMMITMENT
AND CONTRIBUTION IN KOSOVO

During ten years of participation of the National Army in KFOR, the 20 Moldovan contingents
have been the symbol of devotion and sacrifice in the service of a noble cause: maintaining
peace and protecting the lives of people in Kosovo. Through their unremitting efforts, they
have become pillars of international solidarity in promoting human values and mutual respect
between communities. The participation of the Republic of Moldova in the KFOR operation also
represented a strong commitment to the values and principles of inter-state cooperation and
joining the efforts of the international community to maintain global peace and security.

hus, on the occasion of marking a decade of presence of

the National Army in KFOR, the Minister of Defence,
Anatoly Nosatli, paid a working visit to the theatre of op-
erations in the Kosovo region. He was accompanied by the
Deputy Chief of the General Staff, Brigadier General Sergiu
Cirimpei. During the first part of the visit, Anatoly Nosatii
met with the Special Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral - Head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK), Caroline Ziadeh, in Pristina. During
the dialogue, the Minister of Defence reiterated the strate-
gic objective of intensifying cooperation with international
organisations, including the United Nations and the North
Atlantic Alliance, and expanding our country’s contribution
to international peace and security.

The parties also discussed regional security, the situa-
tion in the Western Balkans region and the role of UNMIK
and KFOR in creating a safe and secure environment for the
population in the area of responsibility.

Later, Minister Nosatii met at the KFOR headquarters
in Camp Film City in Pristina with the deputy commander
of the KFOR mission, Brigadier General Federico Bernacca,
with whom he discussed the performance of the 20 Moldo-
van contingents during their 10-year presence in Kosovo.

In the second part of the day, Minister Nosatii also vis-
ited the Camp Villaggio Italy multinational base, where the
National Army contingent is deployed. During the talks
with the commander of the Regional Command-West,
Colonel Francesco Ferrara. Anatolie Nosatii thanked the
Moldovan military for their support to the mission, high-
lighting our country’s commitment to continue contribut-
ing to international peace and stability through KFOR, an
operation led by the North Atlantic Alliance, in accordance
with UN Resolution 1244.

KFOR HEADQUAR)

The Minister of Defence also met with the 41 Moldovan
servicemen in Pech, Kosovo. The peacekeepers told the of-
ficial about their missions, the challenges they face and how
they interact with their colleagues from other contingents.

In Kosovo, Minister Nosatii also visited the monastery
“Visoki Decani’, which is guarded by the Moldovan con-
tingent. KFOR Commander 20 Major Petru Tutunaru, who
has been on mission for six months, said: “Here in Kosovo,
the National Army’s manpower is appreciated at the highest
level. All the contingents that have successfully fulfilled their
mandate in KFOR since 2014 have contributed to creating the
image of a reliable partner among the participating countries.
Every contingent commander, platoon commander, group com-
mander, non-commissioned officer, who throughout this period
has made a decisive contribution to strengthening security in
the Western Balkans. The presence of the National Army for
10 years in the KFOR mission is living proof of our importance
and usefulness. The military are professionals, they know their
duties and responsibilities”.

Oastea Moldovei




One of the four women who left in January 2024, for the
first time, to support international efforts to manage the situ-
ation in the region is also Lieutenant Irina Chiosa. The officer
revealed that during her first month of deployment she par-
ticipated side by side with military personnel from Italy and
North Macedonia in Crowd and Riot Control training held
in company compounds and Fire Phobia where she learned
how to overcome the fear of flames and protect herself from
easily explosive substances such as Molotov cocktails. “Tt was
an exceptional experience that generated an amalgam of emo-
tions. As part of the infantry company, I also took part in other
preparations no less important, such as giving medical aid,
sending the MEDEVAC report and boarding, transporting the
wounded by helicopter... I had aspired very much to a peace-
keeping mission even before this opportunity arose for women.
For me, the operation in KFOR is a stepping stone to a higher
level in my military career. It's a chance to learn and practice

—
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new skills and procedures. There is no difference between men
and women here. Each of us is obliged to execute our mission
regardless of gender”

Over the years, this region has witnessed violent ethnic
clashes and political instability, and international interven-
tion has been necessary to restore order and promote peace.
The mission in Kosovo is a complex and valuable experi-
ence, but also an opportunity to contribute to peacekeeping
in a conflict-ridden region, says Sergeant 1st Class Diana
Veringd, EOD group commander. “Usually my day in Ko-
sovo starts with a little morning cheer. After sports, we have
breakfast with my colleagues. At 8.00 the commander gathers
the troops to announce the missions of the day. Afterwards,
together with the EOD group members, we prepare the ma-
terial base to go on patrol. While on duty, I am responsible
for monitoring them as they carry out their duties. My main
responsibility is to act in exceptional cases to provide medical
first aid. On return from patrol, the group supervisor gath-
ers the team for an after-action review, then we hand over the
material base. On my first contact with the KFOR peacekeep-
ing mission I experienced indescribable emotions... on the one
hand, the distance from my hometown and on the other - the
responsibilities that were to come. The operation is totally dif-
ferent from what I was doing in my unit. As an EOD Fellow, I
learnt new procedures and was guided by my professional col-
leagues. Here we work in close cooperation with soldiers from
other countries.”

In 10 years of mission, more than 800 Moldovan sol-
diers, including infantrymen, engineers and staff officers,
have been deployed in Kosovo.

Steluta MOSCALCIUC
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10 ANI DE PREZENTA

CUM E SA DEVII PACIFICATOR IN KOSOV0?

Testari riguroase pentru misiunile internationale

B Sunt selectati dup3 cele mai riguroase

criterii si dupa principiul ,,se accepta doar
cei mai buni”. Vorbim despre cei 41 de
militari ai Armatei Nationale care sunt
detasati bianual, prin rotatie, in misiunea
de pacificare KFOR din Kosovo. Viitorii
pacificatori dupa ce ,,trec prin ciurul”
mai multor etape de triere, sunt pregatiti
pentru ulterioara operatiune, cel putin
doua luni pana la detasare. Cum are loc
pregatirea lor aflam de la locotenent-
colonel Ruslan Varivanov, comandantul
Batalionului 22 Mentinere a Pacii, dar si
comandant al contingentul KFOR-8.

Potrivit sursei, mai intai de toate, persoanele care doresc sa ia
parte la o misiune in Balcanii de Vest, sunt nominalizate in
unitate, in baza unei metodologii privind selectarea personalu-
lui in vederea participérii la operatiuni internationale, in urma
careia militarul este declarat eligibil. ,, Printre criteriile obliga-
torii pe care trebuie sd le intruneascd candidatii se numdrd: cel
putin un an de serviciu prin contract, gradul de profesionalizare,
prezenta cursurilor de carierd si de specialitate, competenta pro-
fesionald, evaluarea nivelului de pregitire fizicd, starea sdndtdti,
disciplina militard, evident, si evaluarea conform Conceptului
Capabilitdtilor Operationale (OCC), evaluare care le permite si
fie interoperabili cu partenerii NATO in misiunile de mentinere
a pdcii”, a precizat comandantul batalionului.

Dupa mai multe etape de selectie, in final ajung 41 de mi-
litari care urmeaza a fi repartizati la functii in cadrul contin-
gentului. De asemenea, se intocmeste si o lista a specialistilor
de rezerva, care ar putea suplini, in caz de necesitate, locul
unui militar din contingentul deja format. Dupé definitivarea
echipei, locotenent-colonel Ruslan Varivanov, ne-a vorbit des-
pre etapa esentiald de pregatire a ,,beretelor albastre” in ca-
drul exercitiului ,,Mission Readiness Exercise” (KFOR MRE),
desfasurat la Centrul de instruire militard din Hohenfels, Ger-
mania: ,Timp de 21 de zile contingentul este antrenat in cadrul
unor sedinte teoretice si practice, in conformitate cu un sce-

Sy
nariu ce reflectd situatia din teatrul de operatii din Kosova" "

."‘ .




Efectivul de infanteristi este implicat la executarea misi-
unilor la punctele de control si trecere, la controlul mulfi-
mii, dar si efectuarea patrulelor, iar genistii moldoveni au
responsabilitdti specifice armei geniu. La ,,Mission Readiness
Exercise”, contingentul moldovenesc se instruieste cot la cot
cu militari din Albania, Armenia, Letonia, Romdnia, Italia,
Macedonia de Nord, Slovenia si Statele Unite ale Americii
si are drept scop pregitirea pentru operatiuni internationa-
le de mentinere a pdcii. La finalul acestuia, militarii sunt
evaluati si acreditati de cdtre partenerii externi’.

Cu doua sdptimani pana la plecarea in teatrul de operatii,
ofiterii, sergentii si soldatii predau functiile si sunt detasati
in Batalionului 22 Mentinere a Picii. Aici, deruleaza ulti-
ma etapd de instruire: ,,Pe ldngd procedurile tactice, efectivul
desfisoard aditional sedinte cu reprezentantii Crucii Rosii,
unde studiazd managementul stresului, comunicarea cu mass-
media, asimildnd modul de transmitere a mesajului si nu in
ultimul rand, convorbiri cu juristii privind normele dreptului
international. Totodatd, ei sunt informati despre situatia actu-
ald din Kosovo prin intermediul colabordrii cu militarii aflati
la moment actual in KFOR”, a concluzionat locotenent-colo-
nel Ruslan Varivanov.

Tot in cele 14 zile, pregitirea de pe ultima sutd de metri
constd in trecerea comisiei medico-militare, primirea echi-
pamentului, a bunurilor materiale si de serviciu, necesare
pentru indeplinirea obligatiunilor pe pamantul kosovar.

Astfel, punctul pe ,,i” este pus in timpul revistei de front,
eveniment, in cadrul ciruia conducerea Armatei Nationale
verificd pregitirea si echiparea fiecarui militar in parte. Iar,
finalul care incununeazi opera, este, evident, ceremonia
de detasare a contingentului moldovenesc, organizatd pe
platoul unitatii de elitd - locul unde se dau cele mai calde
imbrétisari.

Locotenent major Tatiana BARITCHII

Nr. 3, 2024
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10 YEARS OF PRESENCE IN THE

WHAT'S IT LIKE TO BE A PEACEKEEPER IN KOSOV0?

“Natural Selection” among Military Personnel Destined

for the Kosovo Mission

They are selected through the most rigorous criteria and according to the principle: “only the
best will do”. We are talking about the 41 soldiers of the National Army who are detached
biannually, through rotation, to the KFOR peacekeeping mission in Kosovo.

The future peacekeepers, after “passing through the sieve” of several stages of screening,
are prepared for the subsequent operation, with at least two months until detachment.

We learn about their training from Lieutenant Colonel Ruslan Varivanov, commander

of the 22nd Peacekeeping Battalion, as well as commander of the KFOR-8 contingent.

According to the source, first of all, individuals wishing
to participate in a mission in the Western Balkans are
selected in the unit based on a methodology for selecting
personnel for participation in international operations, fol-
lowing which the soldier is declared eligible. “Among the
mandatory criteria that candidates must meet are: at least one
year of contracted service, level of professionalism, completion
of career and specialty courses, professional competence, eval-
uation of physical fitness, health status, military discipline, of
course, and evaluation according to the Operational Capa-
bilities Concept (OCC), an evaluation that allows them to be
interoperable with NATO partners in peacekeeping missions,”
stated the battalion commander.

After several selection stages, finally, 41 soldiers are
selected to be assigned to positions. Likewise, a list of re-
serve specialists is drawn up, who could supplement, if
necessary, the place of a soldier from the already formed
contingent. After finalizing the team, Lieutenant Colonel
Ruslan Varivanov spoke to us about the essential stage
of training the “blue berets” within the “Mission Readi-
ness Exercise” (KFOR MRE), held at the Military Train-
ing Center in Hohenfels, Germany: “For 21 days, the con-
tingent is trained in theoretical and practical sessions, in
accordance with a scenario reflecting the situation in the
theater of operations in Kosovo. The infantry personnel are
involved in carrying out missions at checkpoints and cross-
ings, crowd control, as well as patrols, while the Moldovan
engineers have specific responsibilities related to the engi-
neering arm. At the ‘Mission Readiness Exercise, the Mol-
dovan contingent trains side by side with soldiers from Al-

bania, Armenia, Latvia, Romania, Italy, North Macedonia,
Slovenia, and the United States of America, with the aim
of preparing for international peacekeeping operations. At
the end of this, the soldiers are evaluated and accredited by
external partners.”

With two weeks until deployment to the theater of op-
erations, officers, sergeants, and soldiers hand over their
duties and are attached to the 22nd Peacekeeping Battal-
ion. Here, they undergo the final stage of training: “In ad-
dition to the tactical procedures they carry out, the personnel
also conduct sessions with representatives of the Red Cross
where they study stress management, engage in discussions
with the media studying how to convey the message, and last
but not least, have conversations with legal experts regard-
ing the study of international law. At the same time, they
are informed about the current situation in Kosovo through
collaboration with soldiers currently in KFOR,” concluded
Lieutenant Colonel Ruslan Varivanov.

Also, in the remaining 14 days, the last-minute prepara-
tion consists of passing the medical-military commission,
receiving equipment, materials, and service goods neces-
sary for fulfilling obligations on Kosovar soil. Thus, the
finishing touch is put during the front review event, dur-
ing which the leadership of the National Army verifies the
preparation and equipping of each soldier individually. And
the culmination of the operation is, obviously, the detach-
ment ceremony of the Moldovan contingent organized on
the plateau of the elite unit - the place where the warmest
embraces are exchanged.

1 Lieutenant Tatiana BARITCHII

Oastea Moldovei
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10 ANI DE PREZENTA

LIDERISMUL MILITAR IN ACTIUNE

B Fird comandanti profesionisti, misiunea KFOR ar fi avut mai putine sanse de succes in
promovarea pacii si stabilitatii in Kosovo. Armata Nationala are grija ca in fruntea fiecarui
contingent detasat sa fie imputerniciti lideri dedicati si capabili sa-si ghideze subalternii cu
incredere catre obiectivele stabilite. Una dintre cele mai importante functii ale acestora in
timpul misiunii este asigurarea coeziunii si eficientei echipei. Prin devotamentul si abordarea lor
orientata catre atingerea scopurilor, comandantii de contingente reprezinta coloana vertebrala

a eforturilor militare si promoveaza valorile de profesionalism, responsabilitate si umanitate in
intreaga lor activitate. Fiecare dintre ei are o istorie legata de misiunea de pacificare, provocarile
acesteia si munca cot la cot al3turi de camarazii cu epoleti. in urmétoarele randuri v prezentim
fragmente din ,,jurnalul de misiune” al mai multor comandanti de contingente KFOR.

Locotenent-colonel (r) Roman CEBAN,
comandant al contingentului KFOR-1:

»Acum zece ani, primul contingent format din 41 de militari
a fost primit cdlduros in misiunea din Kosovo, o premierd pen-
tru Republica Moldova, iar drapelul nemaivizut pind atunci,
a devenit cunoscut nu doar printre camarazi, dar si in randul
populatiei civile. Pozitiv vorbind, astfel s-a introdus un suflu nou
in toatd operatiunea, atdt militar, cdt si social. Pdnd la plecare,
provocirile de inceput au constat in instruirea popriu-zisd a efec-
tivului, pregdtirea din punct de vedere logistic, studierea situatiei
din Kosovo... Efectivul Armatei Nationale a depus un efort ma-
jor privind certificarea subunitdtilor de infanterie pentru par-
ticiparea in operatiuni de mentinere a pdcii sub egida NATO,
scopul fiind atingerea unui nivel inalt de interoperabilitate si
predispunerea posibilitdtilor de executare a misiunilor in comun
cu alte contingente. Ajunsi la destinatie, a urmat o etapd de in-
chegare a contingentelor, iar acest lucru s-a produs usor, datoritd
motivatiei subalternilor. Prin profesionalismul lor au demonstrat

cd sunt capabili sd execute misiuni in comun, cu cei care deja
aveau ani de experientd in Kosovo. Alte provocdri au urmat
cand efectivul a inceput a executa misiuni in afara unitdtii. Desi,
situatia in timpul patrulelor nu era peste tot cea mai sigurd, pre-
zentarea unui drapel nou a jucat un rol semnificativ. In unele
cazuri, contingentul Republicii Moldova a executat misiuni unde
alte forte nu au reusit, iar de acest lucru ma mandresc. Dacd o
lund si jumdtate am dedicat-o acomodirii la noile imprejurimi,
in restul perioadei ne-am preocupat de misiuni specifice teatru-
lui de mentinere a pécii... In aceste circumstante, trebuia de tinut
sub control starea moral-psihologici a pacificatorilor si a celor
de acasd. Odatd arborat drapelul nostru in zona de activitate,
trebuie mentinut, indreptdtit, iar acest fapt depinde de fiecare
militar al contingentelor detasate in KFOR”.

Colonel (r) Adrian EFROS,
comandant al contingentului KFOR-5:

»Eram locotenent-colonel cdnd am preluat comanda
contingentului national in misiunea de mentinere a pdcii din
Kosovo. Am mers acolo sd intdrim democratia si societatea civild,
sd executdm misiuni de patrulare si de observare. Impreund cu
cei 40 de militari moldoveni am reusit sd contribuim la rezolvarea
conflictelor care macind lumea. Stiam cd ceea ce facem este
extraordinar de important pentru Europa, cetdtenii din Kosovo si
pentru Moldova. Cea mai mare provocare a fost responsabilitatea
pe care o aveam titularii din contingentul Republicii Moldova,
de a asigura garda si securitatea bazei militare NATO ,,Camp
Villaggio Italia” din localitatea Pech. Sunt mandru ci KFOR-5
a contribuit ca tara noastrd sd devind un furnizor de securitate
regionald, si nu doar un consumator al acesteia. Pe ldngd
responsabilitdtile specifice misiunii, o altd griji aparte o purtam
pentru cei 40 de camarazi pe care trebuia si-i aduc in sigurantd
acasd. Mad giandeam permanent la familiile lor, asa cum o
faceam si pentru a mea de-acasd. Printre atributiile noastre era
si asigurarea pazei Mdndstirii ortodoxe ,.Visoki Decani”. Pentru
cd populatia din Kosovo este predominant musulmand, licasul

Oastea Moldovei




sfant era adesea tinta vandalilor. Noi am reusit sd tinem piept
provocdrilor, nefiind inregistrate incidente in timpul misiunii.
Sunt mandru cd am trecut prin aceastd experientd, contribuind
la mentinerea Moldovei pe harta producdtorilor de securitate in
regiune”.

Colonel Ion COZARU,
comandant al contingentului KFOR-12:

»Pentru fiecare militar al Armatei Nationale o misiune
de mentinere a pdcii aduce plus valoare in cariera cu epoleti.
Cand am ajuns la datorie in KFOR, am prins o situatie care
avea mai tdrziu sd schimbe cursul omenirii. Despre Covid-19
deja se vorbea la nivel mondial. In perimetrul ariei noastre de
responsabilitate nu erau cazuri inregistrate, dar se intreprin-
deau unele mdsuri de protectie... In primele doud luni am ac-
tivat in regim normal, pdnd au fost inregistrate imbolndviri cu
Covid-19. Imediat, comandantul bazei a intreprins mdsuri-
le stabilite si in alte orase unde deja existau cazuri. Respectiv,
perioada de pandemie a determinat micsorarea numdrului de
misiuni specifice: s-a redus numdrul de patrule in afara bazei,
fiind executate preponderent pe teritoriu, adicd paza obiective-
lor critice precum Mdndstirea Decane si baza in care ne aflam.
Si grupa EOD avea un numdr mai mic de iesiri in teren, fiind
desfasurate in conformitate cu indicatiile comandamentului
ierarhic superior. Masca de protectie si solutiile de dezinfec-
tare erau la ordinea zilei. Totodatd, la masd ne deplasam pe
contingente. Pentru inceput, mancam doar in grupuri mici, iar
ulterior - chiar in camerele unde eram cazati. La fel, au fost
restrictionate accesul la sala sportivd si iesirile in afara bazei
militare, se permiteau doar actiunile stringente. Totusi, pe par-
cursul afldrii noastre in misiune, nu a fost depistat niciun caz
de Covid-19 in randul militarilor dislocati in ,Camp Villaggio
Italia”. In timpul mandatului meu si anume in dimineata de 1
iunie 2020 s-a ndscut Nicolae, primul bdietel si al treilea copil
in familia mea. Printr-o retea de socializare am primit un me-
saj cu fotografia lui. S-au aflat doar o singurd zi in maternitate,

dupd care li s-a permis sd meargd acasd. Contrar vointei mele
de a reveni in tard cdt mai rapid, misiunea noastrd s-a prelun-
git cu 0 lund, din cauza pandemiei. Pe 17 iulie, dimineata, am
revenit din Kosovo... am raportat si am predat toate bunurile
materiale, apoi am mers acasd unde mi-am tinut pentru prima
datad bdietelul in brate”.

Locotenent-colonel Victor GOJA,
comandant al contingentului KFOR-15:

,»Pentru mine aceastd misiune a fost un scop, un obiectiv sta-
bilit incd din 2016, cdand am acceptat o functie inferioard, simila-
rda comandantului de batalion, doar pentru a concura corect i a
obtine punctajul maxim reglementat in actele de selectare la misi-
uni internationale si a opta pentru functia de comandant de con-
tingent. Cea mai sensibild situatie in Kosovo, a fost momentul in
care mai multi copii din localitate s-au apropiat de masina noastr
sd ceard apd si mancare, moment pe care nu-l voi uita niciodatd.
Dacd pe segment familial, cea mai grea provocare a fost infrunta-
rea dorului de familie si de cei dragi, pe cel militar - consecintele
pandemiei de Covid-19. Noi am fost printre primii care ne-am
vaccinat, in pofida faptului cd vaccinul a starnit multe discutii in
societate. Pe perioada mandatului, inamicul invizibil ne-a pus la
diferite incercari precum limitdri de deplasare, interactiuni inte-
rumane pentru ca nu cumva si ludm si noi acel virus. Consider cd
mi-am dezvoltat calitdtile de lider reusind sd incheg un colectiv si
sd devenim o subunitate. Am revenit in Patrie cu experiente unice,
colegi si prieteni noi, informatii despre oamenii si cultura acelor
zone, si nu in ultimul rand, cu mandrie in suflet pentru cd am pus
si noi o pietricicd la temelia pdcii in lume”.

Maior Petru TUTUNARU,
comandant al contingentului KFOR-20:

,,Fiind in Armata Nationald de 14 ani, cu certitudine pot
afirma ca serviciul militar este plin de activitdti ce provoacd
interes si doringd de a continua ceea ce fac. Sarcinile noi ce au
apdrut in calea mea pe parcurs, au pus la incercare abilitdtile
mele de lider, comandant si, desigur, de executor. Exceptie nu
face nici misiunea internationald de mentinere a pdcii din
Kosovo la care particip acum. Efectivul din subordinea mea
este motivat, bine pregdtit si determinat pentru executarea
sarcinilor cotidiene. KFOR-20 continud sd-si indeplineascd
misiunile specifice operatiunii din Balcanii de Vest stabilite de
cdtre esalonul superior. Zilnic interactiondm cu celelalte con-
tingente, depindem unii de altii si suntem un element esential
al mecanismului care are ca scop mentinerea pdcii in regiune.
Asteptarea primordiald, in calitate de ofiter de comandd, este
ca intregul efectiv dupa finalizarea mandatului sdi revind la fa-
miliile lor vii si nevdtamati, la fel cum am sosit in Kosovo. Cred
din tot sufletul cd ceea ce facem departe de casd este important
nu doar pentru tard si Armata Nationald, dar si pentru fami-
liile noastre, acestea fiind generatorul motivatiei in meseria cu
epoleti. Abia asteptam sd infruntdm curajos toate provocdrile

)

profesionale ce urmeazd’.
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10 YEARS OF PRESENCE IN THE

MILITARY LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

B Without professional commanders, the KFOR mission would have less chance of success in

promoting peace and stability in Kosovo. The National Army ensures that at the head of each
deployed contingent are empowered dedicated leaders capable of confidently guiding their
subordinates towards the established objectives. One of their most important functions during the
mission is to ensure team cohesion and effectiveness. Through their dedication and goal-oriented
approach, contingent commanders are the backbone of military efforts and promote the values of
professionalism, accountability and humanity throughout their work. Each of them has a history
linked to the peacekeeping mission, its challenges and working side by side with their fellow soldiers.
The following are excerpts from the 'mission diary' of several KFOR contingent commanders.

Lieutenant-Colonel (r) Roman CEBAN,
commander of KFOR-1 contingent:

“Ten years ago, the first contingent of 41 soldiers was warmly
welcomed in the Kosovo mission, a first for the Republic of Mol-
dova, and the flag, never seen before, became known not only
among comrades, but also among the civilian population. This
has brought a new spirit to the whole operation, both military
and social. Before the departure, the initial challenges consisted in
the actual training of the troops, logistical preparation, studying
the situation in Kosovo... The National Armys personnel made
a major effort to certify infantry sub-units for participation in
peacekeeping operations under NATO, with the aim of achieving
a high level of interoperability and preparing for joint missions
with other contingents. Once in place, the next stage was the
winding up of the contingents, which was made easy by the mo-
tivation of the subordinates. Through their professionalism, they
demonstrated their ability to execute joint missions with those
who already had years of experience in Kosovo. Further challen-
ges followed when the troops began to execute missions outside
the unit. Although the situation during patrols was not always
the safest, the presentation of a new flag played a significant role.
In some cases, the Moldovan contingent executed missions whe-
re other forces failed, and I am proud of that. If one and a half
months were dedicated to getting used to the new surroundings,
the rest of the period was dedicated to missions specific to the
peacekeeping theatre... In these circumstances, we had to keep the
moral-psychological state of the peacekeepers and those at home
under control. Once our flag is raised in the area of activity, it
must be maintained, it must be defended, and this depends on
each soldier of the contingents deployed in KFOR”.

Colonel (r) Adrian EFROS,
KFOR-5 Contingent Commander:

I was a lieutenant colonel when I took command of the na-
tional contingent in the Kosovo peacekeeping mission. We went
there to strengthen democracy and civil society, to carry out pa-
trol and observation missions. Together with the 40 Moldovan

soldiers, we have been able to contribute to resolving the conflicts
that are tearing the world apart. We knew that what we were
doing was extraordinarily important for Europe, for the citizens
of Kosovo and for Moldova. The biggest challenge was the respon-
sibility of the holders of the Moldovan contingent to guard and
secure the NATO military base “Camp Villaggio Italia” in Pech. I
am proud that KFOR-5 has contributed to our country becoming
a provider of regional security, not just a consumer of it. In addi-
tion to my mission-specific responsibilities, I had a special concern
for the 40 comrades I had to bring safely home. I was constantly
thinking of their families, as I was of my own at home. Our duties
included guarding the Visoki Decani Orthodox Monastery. Beca-
use the population of Kosovo is predominantly Muslim, the holy
place was often targeted by vandals. We were able to withstand
the challenges and no incidents were recorded during the mission.
I am proud to have gone through this experience, contributing to
keeping Moldova on the security map in the region”.

Oastea Moldovei




Colonel Ion COZARU,
KFOR-12 Contingent Commander:

,For every National Army soldier, a peacekeeping mission
brings an added value to his or her career. When I arrived on duty
in KFOR, I caught a situation that would later change the course of
mankind. Covid-19 was already the talk of the world. There were
no recorded cases within the perimeter of our area of responsibi-
lity, but some protective measures were being taken... For the first
two months we operated as normal until Covid-19 outbreaks were
recorded. Immediately, the base commander took the measures
established in other towns where there were already cases. In other
words, the pandemic period led to a reduction in the number of
specific missions: the number of off-base patrols was reduced and
they were mainly carried out on the territory, i.e. guarding critical
objectives such as the Decane Monastery and the base where we
were. The EOD group also had fewer field sorties, deployed in ac-
cordance with the instructions of the higher command. Protective
masks and disinfection solutions were the order of the day. At the
same time, we were moving around in contingents. At first, we ate
only in small groups, and later - in the rooms where we were ac-
commodated. Likewise, access to the sports hall and going outside
the military base was restricted, only urgent actions were allowed.
However, during our stay on mission, no case of Covid-19 was
detected among the military deployed in Camp Villaggio Italia.
During my mandate, on the morning of 1 June 2020, Nicolae was
born, the first baby boy and the third child in our family. Through
a social network I received a message with his photo. They were
only in the maternity ward for one day, after which they were al-
lowed to go home. Contrary to my wish to return home as soon
as possible, our mission was extended by a month because of the
pandemic. On the morning of 17 July, I returned from Kosovo... I
reported and handed over all the material goods, then went home
where I held my little boy in my arms for the first time”.

Lieutenant-Colonel Victor GOJA,
KFOR-15 Contingent Commander:

,»For me this mission was a goal, a
goal set since 2016, when I accepted a
lower position similar to the battalion
commander, just to compete fairly and
get the maximum score regulated in the
selection papers for international missi-
ons and opt for the position of contingent
commander. The most sensitive situation
I experienced in Kosovo was the moment
when several local children approached
our car to ask for food and water, a mo-
ment I will never forget. If on the family
segment, the hardest challenge was facing
the longing for family and loved ones, on
the military one - the consequences of the
Covid-19 pandemic. We were among the
first to get vaccinated, despite the fact

that the vaccine sparked a lot of discussion in society. During our
tenure, the invisible enemy put us to various tests such as travel
restrictions, human-to-human interactions lest we catch that virus
too. I believe I have developed my leadership qualities by managing
to pull together a collective and become a sub-unit. I came back
to my homeland with unique experiences, new colleagues and fri-
ends, information about the people and culture of those areas, and
last but not least, with pride in my heart because we have also laid
a stone at the foundation of World Peace”.

Major Petru TUTUNARU,
commander of KFOR-20 contingent:

,»Having been in the National Army for 14 years, I can cer-
tainly say that military service is full of activities that cause in-
terest and desire to continue what I do. The new tasks that have
come my way along the way have tested my skills as a leader,
commander and, of course, as a performer. No exception is the
international peacekeeping mission in Kosovo that I'm now in-
volved in. My staff is motivated, well-trained and determined
. to carry out their daily tasks. At present,
| KFOR-20 continues to carry out its specific
y missions for the Western Balkans operation
as set out by the higher echelon. Every day
we interact with other contingents, we de-
pend on each other and we are an essential
| part of the mechanism that aims to main-
tain peace in the region. The overriding ex-
¢ pectation, as Commanding Officer, is that
| all personnel will return to their families
alive and well, just as we arrived in Koso-
vo, after the end of our mandate. I believe
wholeheartedly that what we do away from
home is important not only for the coun-
try and the Army, but also for our families,
who are the motivators in the job with the
spurs. We look forward to bravely facing all
the challenges ahead”.
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OBIECTIV COMUN

A
ntr-o componenta de 41 de militari, dintre care: un pluton

format din 33 de infanteristi si o echipa de geniu (EOD)
alcatuita din 7 genisti, contingentul militar al Republicii
Moldova este parte integranta al celor 28 de natiuni care
contribuie cu trupe la misiunea KFOR. Indiferent din ce
echipa fac parte, pacificatorii moldoveni alituri de camarazii
internationali, isi indeplinesc misiunea comund, contribu-
ind impreund la crearea unui mediu sigur si pasnic in Bal-
canii de Vest.

Timp de sase luni, infanteristii Armatei Nationale execu-
ta misiuni de securitate, patrulare si asigurare a pazei minas-
tirii Decani din regiune si a bazei ,,Camp Villaggio Italia” din
localitatea Pech, unde sunt dislocate contingentele din grupa-
rea de forte multinationale Vest. Dacé preponderent militarii
nostri patruleaza zona in aria de responsabilitate, deseori, in
circumstante imprevizibile, situatia poate lua o alta turnura.
Despre momentele incordate ale misiunii pasnice de pe pa-
mantul kosovar ne-a vorbit locotenent-colonel Vitalie Cre-
ciun, participant in calitate de comandant al plutonului de
infanterie in contingentul KFOR-6: ,,O situatie mai deosebitd
am trdit in timpul patrulei din nordul Kosovo, zond aflatd in
aria de responsabilitate a americanilor. Acolo, in sdtucuri cu
populatie sarbd, aveau loc alegerile locale.... Respectiv, se aduna
multd lume - grupuri care ne puneau in gardd... Degi situatia nu
pdrea a fi gravd, era tot mai aproape de un eventual conflict..”
Pacificatorul Creciun ne-a relatat si despre o alta provocare a
misiunii, tritd chiar in ajunul Pastelui ortodox. ,,In sdmbdita
Invierii Domnului, dimineata, mai multe grupuri de albanezi
au organizat proteste la mdndstirea Decani. Acestia au blocat
drumul si nu permiteau persoanelor sd vind spre ldcasul sfant...
Plutonul nostru trebuia sd intervind, in caz de necesitate, in
maxim 30 de minute. Pe la ora 15:00 a fost stabilit statutul de
alertd, iar in jumdtate de ord noi eram deja la destinatie... Am
luat corturile si le-am amplasat langd mdndstire, pentru a re-
duce timpul de actionare. Noi eram pregdtiti si echipati pentru
controlul multimii - gata de a dispersa populatia si a nu bloca
intrarea in ldcas. Am stat pand duminicd seara... protestul fiind
unul pasnic”, a mentionat locotenent-colonel Vitalie Creciun
din Brigada ,,Stefan cel Mare”.

O altd categorie de pacificatori care pun umirul la
mentinerea pécii §i stabilitatii in Peninsula Balcanicd sunt
genistii. Printre misiunile de baza a acestora se numdra veri-
ficarea pistelor de aterizare a elicopterelor, cercetarea, depis-
tarea si nimicirea obiectelor explozive din perimetrul presta-
bilit. Specialistul in arma geniu, maior Alexandr Atroscenco,
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sef Sectie instruire teoreticd din cadrul Centrului EOD al
Batalionului Geniu ,,Codru” de la Negresti, inscrie in ,,pal-
maresul” sdu trei misiuni de pacificare in Kosovo - KFOR -7,
KFOR-13 si KFOR-17. Prima dintre ele i-a rdmas memora-
bild prin aportul adus comunitatii locale de catre genistii
moldoveni in colaborare cu cei ucraineni. ,,In contingentul
KFOR-7, dupd doud luni de activitate, am fost detasati intr-o
unitate din regiunea Prizren. Pand la incheierea misiunii, am
lucrat alaturi de colegii genisti ucraineni la depistarea obiec-
telor explozive de pe aria muntelui Sivilin. In timpul cercetdrii
am descoperit sapte munitii de tip Blu-97, ramase in sol de
pe vremea rdzboiului. Acestea au fost distruse in conditii de
maximd securitate de genistii moldoveni in conlucrare cu cei
din Germania, iar teritoriul curdtat si in sigurantd, pus la dis-
pouitia autoritdtilor locale. Pe parcursul indeplinirii functiei,
am luat parte si la distrugeri comune a obiectelor depistate de
cdtre colegii americani, in regiunea de est din Kosovo. Aces-
tea, adunate intr-un poligon, au fost nimicite in comun cu
angajati din fortele de sigurantd locald din Kosovo KSF (Ko-
sovo Security Force) si cu militari din Austria, Germania si
Elvetia”, a relatat maior Alexandr Atroscenco.
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Fiecare contingent moldovenesc detasat in misiunea
KFOR, are in components si un felcer, care in situatii critice
poate acorda primul ajutor medical. Printre obligatiunile de
bazi ale sanitarilor sunt lucrul profilactic, depistarea la timp
a problemelor de sanitate si vindecarea lor dupa posibilitati
sau transportarea bolnavului la institutii medico-militare
sau civile, ne-a enumerat sergent clasa III Victor Spinei,
felcer superior din Batalionul 22 Mentinere a Picii. In ca-
litate de asistent medical a participat in contingentele 2, 10
si 14, experienta pe care a Impartasit-o si cititorilor nostri.
Ln timpul misiunilor au existat situatii cdnd a trebuit sd in-
tervin, dar din fericire nu am intalnit cazuri grave. Datoritd
depistdrii precoce si a deciziei prompte, sdndtatea camara-
zilor mei nu a fost afectatd. Un caz memorabil am avut in
timpul pregdtirii pentru controlul multimii. Un coleg din ar-
mata italiand, accidentat grav, a contractat fractura inchisi
a humerusului, noi l-am imobilizat, analgizat si evacuat de
urgentd. Au existat si cazuri cdnd trebuia sd ajut populatia
civild, dar am intervenit doar simptomatic, deoarece fusesem
limitat in actiuni”, a specificat sergent clasa ITI Victor Spinei,
felcer superior.

Desi au sarcini diferite, fie infanteristul, fie genis-
tul sau felcerul, obiectivul lor primordial in operatiunea
internationald este unul comun - contributia la mentinerea
pécii in Peninsula Balcanici.

Locotenent major Tatiana BARITCHII
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With 41 military personnel, including a platoon of 33
infantrymen and an engineer team (EOD) of 7 en-
gineers, Moldova’s military contingent is an integral part
of the 28 nations contributing troops to the KFOR mis-
sion. Regardless of which team they are part of, Moldovan
peacekeepers, together with their international comrades,
are fulfilling their common mission, contributing together
to the creation of a secure and peaceful environment in the
Western Balkans.

For six months, National Army infantrymen have been
carrying out security, patrolling and guarding missions at the
Decani monastery in the region and at the “Camp Villaggio
Italia” base in Pech, where the contingents of Multinational
Force Group West are deployed. While our military mainly
patrols the area in the area of responsibility, often in unfore-
seen circumstances the situation can take a different turn.
Lieutenant Colonel Vitalie Creciun, who is participating as
an infantry platoon commander in the KFOR-6 contingent,
told us about the tense moments of the peaceful mission in
Kosovo: ‘T experienced a more special situation during the
patrol in northern Kosovo, an area under the American area
of responsibility. There, in villages with a Serb population, lo-
cal elections were taking place....Respectively, a lot of people
were gathering - groups that put us on our guard... Although
the situation didn’t seem to be serious, it was getting closer
and closer to a possible conflict”. Peacemaker Creciun also
told us about another challenge of the mission, experienced
on the eve of the Orthodox Easter. “On Resurrection Satur-
day morning, several groups of Albanians held protests at the
Decani monastery. They blocked the road and did not allow
people to come to the holy place... Our platoon had to inter-
vene, if necessary, within 30 minutes. At about 15:00 the alert
status was lifted and within half an hour we were already at
our destination... We took the tents and set them up near the
monastery to reduce the response time. We were prepared and
equipped for crowd control - ready to disperse the population
and not block the entrance to the monastery. We stayed until
Sunday evening... the protest was peaceful..”, said Lieutenant-
Colonel Vitalie Creciun of the “Stefan cel Mare” Brigade.

Another category of peacekeepers who are helping to
maintain peace and stability in the Balkan Peninsula are the
engineers. Their core missions include checking helicopter
landing pads, searching for, detecting and destroying explo-
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sive objects on target territory. Engineer specialist Major Alex-
andr Atroscenco, head of the theoretical training section of the
EOD Centre of the Engineer Battalion “Codru”in Negresti, lists
three peacekeeping missions in Kosovo - KFOR-7, KFOR-13
and KFOR-17. The first of these was memorable for the contri-
bution made to the local community by Moldovan engineers in
collaboration with Ukrainian engineers. “In the KFOR-7 con-
tingent, after two months of activity, we were deployed to a unit
in the Prizren region. Until the end of the mission, we worked
together with Ukrainian engineer colleagues to detect explosive
objects in the area of Sivilin mountain. During the search we dis-
covered seven Blu-97 type munitions left in the ground from the
war. These were destroyed under maximum security conditions
by Moldovan engineers in cooperation with German engineers,
and the territory was cleared and safely handed over to the local
authorities. During the course of my duties, I also took part in
the joint destruction of objects found by American colleagues in
the eastern region of Kosovo. These, gathered in a polygon, were
destroyed jointly with employees of the local Kosovo Security
Force (KSF) and military from Austria, Germany and Switzer-
land,” reported Major Alexandr Atroscenco.

Each Moldovan contingent deployed in the KFOR mission
has also a felcher who can provide first aid in critical situa-
tions. Among the basic duties of the medics are: prophylactic
work, early detection of health problems and their cure if pos-
sible or transporting the sick to medical-military or civilian
institutions,” said Sergeant Class III Victor Spinei, a senior
felcher from the 22nd Peacekeeping Battalion. As a medical
assistant he participated in the 2nd, 10th and 14th contingents,
an experience he shared with our readers. “During the missions
there were situations when I had to intervene, but fortunately I
did not encounter any serious cases. Thanks to early detection
and prompt decision, the health of my comrades was not affect-
ed. One memorable case I had during the preparation for crowd
control. A colleague from the Italian army, seriously injured,
contracted a closed fracture of the humerus, we immobilized,
analgesized and evacuated him urgently. There were also cases
when I had to help the civilian population, but I intervened only
symptomatically, because I had been limited in my actions”, said
ecificat Sergeant 3rd Class Victor Spinei, Senior Felder. i

Although they have different tasks, whether _ ,?
infantryman, engineer or rifleman, their primary s
objective in the international operation is a
common one - to contribute to peacekeeping
in the Balkan Peninsula.

1 Lieutenant Tatiana BARITCHII



1270 km - atat desparte Chisinaul

de localitatea Pech, din Kosovo — un

\ T At drum lung ce serpuieste trei state (Ro-
‘h"’#?“ g i mania, Bulgaria, Macedonia de Nord)
et ;‘:-_ RS si trezeste emotii unice, de euforie, in
peg Ao inimile militarilor detasati. Dupa 24 de
FEar ore deplasare cu autocarul si escortati
de politia militara a tarilor tranzitate,
pacificatorii moldoveni sosesc pe taram
strain, pe care in urmatoarele 6 luni il
vor numi ,,acasa”. Asezata la poalele
muntilor, Kosovo prezinta un peisajul
maret... o frumusete naturala greu de
egalat, cu diverse forme de relief carac-
teristice regiunii. Tabloul impozant este
remarcat si de militarii nostri care de 10
ani contribuie la mentinerea stabilitatii
in Balcanii de Vest.
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10 ANI DE PREZENTA

DRUMUL CE DUCE SPRE KOSOVO...

Pacificatorii moldoveni - impresionati de frumusetea naturii locale

Acolo, natura este incd nedeterioratd de activititile
umane, iar linistea si pacea pe care o poti simti sunt
cu adevarat de nepretuit, sustine sergentul clasa II Ghe-
orghe Sprincean, participant in calitate de infanterist in
contigentele 6 si 13. ,,Din Tabdra militard 142 din capita-
ld, pacificatorii moldoveni, inarmati cu bund dispozitie si
determinare, pornesc spre Kosovo, o tard micd si frumoasd,
dar care continud a fi mdcinatd de probleme interne. Situatd
in inima Peninsulei Balcanice, Kosovo are un relief variat,
ce include munti impundtori, vdi addnci, rduri cristaline si
pdduri dense. Peisajele impresionante le-am remarcat oda-
td ce am pdsit pe tardmul kosovar. Cdt cuprinzi cu ochii e
totul verde. Privelistea e parcd ruptd din povesti. Orasele
traversate, totusi, sunt ceva mai modeste: cladiri de indltime
medie, resedinte obisnuite si drumuri destul de inguste, dar
care imbind perfect influentele culturale si arhitecturale din
Orientul Mijlociu si Europa de Est. Ceea ce o face deosebiti
pe aceastd tard este natura... si oamenii cunoscuti pentru os-
pitalitate, diversitate culturald si etnicd. Misiunea din Kosovo
va ramdne cu sigurantd intipdritd in amintirile mele pentru
totdeauna’, spune Gheorghe Sprincean.

Cu privelisti uluitoare asupra muntilor cu varfuri albe
si padurilor din jur, ,Camp Villaggio Italia, baza militara
unde sunt dislocati pacificatorii moldoveni, prezintd un
cadru perfect pentru indeplinirea misiunilor. Aici, mediul
natural i cel militar se contopesc intr-o simbioza perfecta,
crednd un loc de o rara frumusete si unicitate. Arhitectu-
ra simpla i functionald a bazei militare este perfect inte-
gratd in peisajul natural, confirma locotenent major Vasile
Celpan, militar participant in cel de al 19-lea contingent al
Armatei Nationale din Kosovo. ,,Baza militard este situa-
td la periferia orasului Pech, sub coasta muntelui Prokletije,
la altitudine un pic mai inaltd decat localitatea. In timpul
misiunii am fost responsabili si de asigurarea pazei Mandisti-
rii Decani, una dintre cele mai importante si impresionante
ldcasuri ortodoxe din Kosovo. Mdndstirea este renumitd pen-
tru arhitectura si frescele sale bine conservate. In apropierea
ldcasului curge un izvor cu apd minerald slab gazatd, cunos-
cut printre localnici ca o sursd de sindtate. Un alt peisaj ce-ti
taie respiratia este Canionul Rugova, aflat la aproximativ 8
km de orasul Pech si considerat unul dintre cele mai frumoa-
se locuri naturale din Kosovo. De asemenea, am avut posibi-
litatea sd vizitez si cascada Istok, de aproximativ 25 de metri.
Aceasta se varsd intr-un bazin natural, este inconjuratd de

pdduri dese si munti, oferind o atmosferd linistitd si potrivitd
pentru explorare. Pe langd frumusetea peisajelor, frumusetea
poporului kosovar contribuie si ea la farmecul acestei fdri.
Oamenii prietenosi, ospitalieri si devotati traditiilor lor sunt
o sursd de inspiratie si empatie”. Ofiterul a precizat cd lo-
curile vizitate nu sunt populare printre turisti, in regiune
neexistand hoteluri si zone de agrement, iar astfel riman
neatinse de om.

Dupa 180 de zile in care au contribuit la consolidarea pa-
cii si stabilitatii in Kosovo, promovand dialogul, intelegerea
reciproci si respectul pentru diversitatea culturala si etnica,
pacificatorii moldoveni pornesc spre casa.

1270 km - atat desparte localitatea Pech, din Kosovo de
Chisindu - un drum lung ce serpuieste trei state (Macedo-
nia de Nord, Bulgaria, Romania) si trezeste emotii unice, de
euforie, in inimile militarilor reveniti.

Steluta MOSCALCIUC
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THE ROAD T0 K0OS0V0...

Moldovan peacekeepers in Kosovo impressed by the beauty of the local nature

B 1270 km - that’s how far Chisinau is from Pech in Kosovo - a long road that crosses three countries (Romania, Bulgaria,
North Macedonia) and arouses unique emotions of euphoria in the hearts of the deployed soldiers. After a 24-hour

bus ride, escorted by the military police of the countries in transit, the Moldovan peacekeepers arrive in a foreign

land they will call home for the next six months. Perched in the foothills of the mountains, Kosovo presents a majestic
landscape... a natural beauty hard to match, with various landforms characteristic of the region. The imposing picture is
also noted by our military, which has been helping to maintain stability in the Western Balkans for 10 years.

here, nature is still undamaged by human activities, and

the peace and quiet you can feel is truly priceless, says
Sergeant 2nd Class Gheorghe Sprincean, a participant as an
infantryman in the 6th and 13th contingents. “From Military
Camp 142 in the capital, the Moldovan peacekeepers, armed with
good humour and determination, set off for Kosovo, a small and
beautiful country, but still plagued by internal problems. Situated
in the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, Kosovos varied terrain in-
cludes towering mountains, deep valleys, crystal-clear rivers and
dense forests. I noticed the breathtaking scenery once I stepped
into Kosovos land. As far as the eye can see, everything is green.
The view is like something out of a fairy tale. The towns we pass
through, however, are a little more modest: medium-height build-
ings, ordinary residences and rather narrow roads, but they per-
fectly blend cultural and architectural influences from the Middle
East and Eastern Europe. What makes this country special is the
nature... and people known for their hospitality, cultural and eth-
nic diversity. The mission in Kosovo will certainly remain etched
in my memories forever,” says Gheorghe Sprincean.
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With breathtaking views of the white-peaked mountains
and surrounding forests, “Camp Villaggio Italia’, the military
base where the Moldovan peacekeepers are deployed, pres-
ents a perfect setting for carrying out their missions. Here, the
natural and military environments merge in perfect symbiosis,
creating a place of rare beauty and uniqueness. The simple and
functional architecture of the military base is perfectly integrat-
ed into the natural landscape, confirms Lieutenant Major Vasile
Celpan, a soldier participating in the 19th contingent of the Ko-
sovo National Army: “The military base is located on the outskirts
of the town of Pech, under the slopes of the Prokletije mountain,
at an altitude slightly higher than the town. During the mission
we were also responsible for guarding the Decani Monastery, one
of the most important and impressive Orthodox monasteries in
Kosovo. The monastery is renowned for its architecture and well-
preserved frescoes. Near the monastery there is a spring of weakly
carbonated mineral water, known among the locals as a source of
health. Another breathtaking landscape is the Rugova Canyon,
about 8 km from the town of Pech and considered one of the most
beautiful natural places in Kosovo. I also had the opportunity
to visit the Istok waterfall, about 25 meters high. It flows into a
natural pool, is surrounded by thick forests and mountains, offer-
ing a peaceful atmosphere suitable for exploring. In addition to
the beauty of the landscape, the beauty of the Kosovar people also
contributes to the charm of this country. The friendly, hospitable
people, devoted to their traditions, are a source of inspiration and
empathy” The officer said that the places visited are not popular
with tourists, as there are no hotels and recreational areas in the
region, so they remain untouched by man.

After 180 days of helping to build peace and stability in
Kosovo, promoting dialogue, mutual understanding and re-
spect for cultural and ethnic diversity, Moldovan peacekeep-
ers are heading home.

1270 km - that’s how far Pech in Kosovo is from Chisinau
- along road that crosses three countries (North Macedonia,
Bulgaria, Romania) and arouses unique emotions of eupho-
ria in the hearts of returning soldiers.

Steluta MOSCALCIUC
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